Minutes [taken by Beth Popp Berman]
Section on Science, Knowledge and Technology Business Meeting

Monday, August 10, 2009, 3:30-4:10pm

Chair: Kelly Moore

Kelly Moore called the meeting to order, with 38 members present.  She began by thanking the organizers of this year’s panels, including Anne Figert, David Schleifer, Chris Ganchoff, and Jackie Orr.  Also noted were the hard work of Patrick Carroll, who chaired the Hacker-Mullins Student Paper Award Committee, Amit Prasad, who headed the Robert K. Merton Book Award Committee, and Chris Ganchoff, who organized the roundtables.  Daniel Kleinman added his thanks to Kelly for all her work this year as section chair.

The first item of business was to approve last year’s minutes.  Two corrections were made: the section membership last year was 383, not 483, and Libby Schweber, winner of last year’s Merton Book Award, is at the University of Reading, not the University of Lancaster.  Daniel Kleinman moved to approve the minutes and Abby Kinchy seconded the motion; the minutes were unanimously approved.

As Chris Henke, Secretary-Treasurer of the section, was unable to attend, Kelly gave his report.  Section membership was essentially flat last year, with a drop of two members.  Chris will be emailing non-renewers to encourage them to renew their membership.  To be awarded an additional session, the section would have to reach 500 members, which is still some way off.

The budget is in excellent shape and the section anticipates having a surplus next year.  ASA likes sections to spend their money and views the spending of money as a sign of an active section.  One possibility that is being discussed is that of a mini-conference at Loyola University when ASA meets in Chicago in 2011.

Next, Patrick Carroll reported on the Hacker-Mullins Student Paper Award.  Twenty-two papers were submitted this year; they were of high quality overall and included a mixture of U.S. and international authors.  Patrick noted that the pool of papers bodes well for the future of SKAT.  Amit Prasad reported on the Merton Book Award.  He noted that 22 publishers had been contacted and 32 books were considered for the award, and that the selection process was difficult.  Kelly also thanked Matthieu Albert for serving on the Merton Award committee and for other service to the section.  A brief conversation ensued about the process of acquiring nominations, and the desirability of encouraging member nominations for the Merton Award as well as nominations via publishers, who do not always know what books are suitable for SKAT.  Patrick also pointed out that only a couple of the Hacker-Mullins Prize submissions were from women, and asked (non-student) members to encourage their students to submit.

Kelly gave Laurel Smith-Doerr’s report as chair of the Nominations Committee in Laurel’s absence.  The section will be looking for a Secretary-Treasurer, two council members, and a student member next year.

Next, Chair-elect Daniel Kleinman opened a discussion on sessions for the 2010 program.  The section will get an extra session next year because it is scheduled for the last day of the conference; this means we have four sessions (plus roundtables) rather than three.  Two sessions had already been proposed (one on science and Bourdieu to be organized by Matthieu Albert, and one on the sociology of economic knowledge to be organized by Beth Popp Berman), and two more need to be decided upon.  The section must tell ASA its sessions by September 15, and Daniel asked members to contact him with ideas.  Kelly encouraged junior people to propose ideas, and noted that Monica Casper will also be involved in the selection process as the incoming Chair-elect.
Kelly then gave the Chair’s report.  First, she addressed the possibility of adding a paper award.  SKAT gives relatively few awards relative to most sections.  Most have a paper award; some also have an award for career achievement or applied activity.  Discussion ensued about the possibility.  Consensus seemed to be that a paper award was a good idea and that it should be restricted to published articles.  The merits of giving the award annually or bi-annually were debated, as was the question of whether the paper would have to be published in the previous year or could be drawn from several previous years.  Kelly noted that the award would need a name, and that we currently have two awards named for Merton (one of which was never given), and that all of the existing awards are named for white people.

Second, Kelly reported on the mentoring program, which was somewhat dormant over the last year.  Kelly Joyce noted that there are about 30 pairs of students and mentors, and Kelly Moore emphasized the value to grad students of talking to people outside of their committee.  She will be gathering feedback on how to strengthen the mentorship program.

Third, she discussed membership, noting that personal letters would be sent to promote renewals and encouraging any attendees who are not members to join.

Fourth, Kelly discussed committee assignments.  Jackie Orr and Monica Casper will serve on the nominations committee.  Sydney Halpern will chair the Hacker-Mullins Committee and Abby Kinchy will also serve.  One more member is needed; the person must be faculty.  Jackie Orr will chair the Merton Committee and Beth Popp Berman will also be a member; Libby Schweber volunteered to serve as well.
Finally, Kelly briefly addressed the possible 2011 mini-conference, and asked for ideas about topics.  She emphasized that such gatherings are an opportunity for new ideas to coalesce and be cemented in a way that doesn’t always happen in sessions.

The next order of business was the presenting of the section awards.  Abby Kinchy presented the Hacker-Mullins Award to David Schleifer for his paper, “The Dovetailing of Activism, Industry, and the Technological Backburner: How Trans Fats Became Healthy.”  Chris Ganchoff presented the honorable mention for the Merton Award, Maren Klawiter’s Biopolitics of Breast Cancer: Changing Cultures of Disease and Activism.  Matthieu Albert then announced the Merton Award, which went to David Hess for his book, Localist Movements in a Global Economy: Sustainability, Justice, and Urban Development in the United States.
Finally, the Chair asked for new business and announcements.  Kelly Joyce announced that she is the new NSF STS Program Director along with Mike Gorman, and described some of their funding opportunities.  Kelly Moore reported that Jay Burlingham, a graduate student at the University of Wisconsin, is the new newsletter editor.  Stephan Groschwitz, a graduate student at the University of Cincinnati, continues to run the website.  The section reception at the restaurant Heaven’s Dog was announced, and the meeting was concluded with a thank-you to Jen Croissant for six years of work on behalf of the section.
