Section on Science, Knowledge and Technology Business Meeting Minutes

Boston Marriott Copley Place, Gloucester, Third Floor

Saturday August 2, 2008, 9:30 a.m. 

Attendance: 42 people present

Chair Kelly Moore opened the meeting by thanking Jennifer Croissant for her support and help during the year. Dr. Moore also thanked Mathieu Albert for organizing the special student reception Friday, August 1, 2008. 
Dr. Moore thanked outgoing members Kelly Joyce, Jason Owen-Smith, and Andrew Lakoff. She also announced and introduced the newly elected SKAT Council members Amit Prasad, University of Missouri-Columbia and Abby Kinchy, Rennsaelear Polytechnic Institute and the Secretary-Treasurer, Chris Henke, Colgate University.
Treasurer Report

Kelly Joyce, as Secretary-Treasurer, reported that as of June 30, 2008, the section had $7329.00. ASA expenses included: $1479.43 for the reception, $300 student reception, $250 Hacker-Mullins Award, and $75.15 for award plaques. Thus, after these expenses, the section will have approximately $5224.00.

Newsletter Report
Ann Lubrano and Sarah Beth Kaufman reported that there were three newsletters published in 2007-2008. Sarah Beth Kaufman said she was interested in writing about the upcoming election. People should send her ideas for this. Kelly Moore asked members to email ideas for the newsletter and to email if anyone was interested in writing articles for the newsletter. 
Membership Report

Kelly Joyce reported that SKAT section had 483 members in 2007. The section currently has 482 members. 

2009 Program
Daniel Kleinman reported that we will have three SKAT sessions in 2009. The topics will be: 

· Food and Food Science

· Science, Technology and Bodies

· Science and Public Sociology

We will also have our reception off-site in San Francisco. 
Section Awards: 
Jason Owen-Smith presented the Robert K. Merton Book Award. The 2008 Merton award went to Libby Schweber, University of Lancaster, UK’s book Disciplining Statistics: Demography and Vital Statistics in France and England, 1830-1885 (Duke University Press, 2006). The Merton Award committee was comprised of Jason Owen-Smith, Jennifer Croissant, and Scott Frickel. Scott Frickel was chair of the committee. 
Andrew Lakoff presented the
Hacker-Mullins Student Paper Award.  Martha Poon’s article “From New Deal Institutions to Capital Markets” won the 2008 Hacker-Mullins Student Paper Award.  Committee members included Andrew Lakoff, Patrick Carroll, and Jackie Orr. Andrew Lakoff chaired the committee. 

New Business: 
Kelly Moore announced that the council voted to replace the Merton Award Author Meets Critic panel with a session organized by the Merton winner on his/her new research. To keep SKAT authors represented at ASA meetings, Moore reported that she will submit 2-3 books for the general ASA Author Meets Critic sessions. Moore asked for people to email her names of books. Books published in 2007 and 2008 will be nominated for 2010 meeting. Moore also asked for discussion of the change. People spoke in favor of it. One person suggested keeping the Author Meets Critic session but doing it as a roundtable. 
Dr. Moore announced the creation of a mentoring program. The program will ask mentors to meet with students once at the ASA and twice by phone each academic year. Kelly Joyce will organize the mentoring program. She will send out an email to faculty and an email to students in late August, as well as compile and match mentorship names. If you are interested in participating in the mentor program, email your name, contact info, and a list of your research areas to Kelly Joyce [kajoyc@wm.edu].  Discussion of the mentoring program was positive. Faculty spoke in favor of it, mentioning that it will allow faculty without grad programs to work with grad students; help sociology Ph.D.s negotiate the job market; and provide support for grad students in programs without STS faculty. 

Dr. Moore opened the floor to members for discussion of other new business and/or announcements. 
Laurel Smith-Doerr, Program Director, STS program, NSF, announced funding opportunities. Email Dr. Smith-Doerr [Lsmithdo@nsf.gov] or other program directors [Stephen Zehr Szehr@nsf.gov and Fred Kronz Fkronz@nsf.gov] if you have any questions about funding and STS program. 

Another member announced that Gerald Gorden, a Boston University Professor, had died. The suggestion was made to organize a roundtable dedicated to Dr. Gorden’s research at the 2009 meeting. 
Finally, the SF location was noted as a possible way to make contact with Astrosociology section of the Pacific Sociological Association. Dr. Moore explained that interested people should submit papers on the topic to SKAT roundtables. 

Meeting Adjourned. 

