ASA-SKAT, Section on Science, Knowledge, and Technology

Jennifer L. Croissant, Immediate Past Chair

Kelly Moore, Chair

· A report of the business meeting held at the annual meeting, including the agenda and a count of the members present;

1. Location: Hilton Ballroom, Immediately Following Section Roundtables  Saturday August 11, 2007.

2. Agenda

1. Call to Order, Welcome

2. Recognition of Outgoing (Henke, Silbey)/Incoming Officers (Carroll, Orr)
3. Awards Announcements

1. Steven Epstein, 2007 Merton Award “Inclusion:The Politics of Difference in Medical Research,” (Chicago, 2007).
2. Elizabeth Popp Berman, 2007 Hacker/Mullins Student Award “Why did Universities Start Patenting? Institution-building and the Road to the Bayh-Dole Act"
4. Newsletter/Communications Discussion

5. Fundraising Initiative, New Business and Section Plans

6. Adjournment to Reception (Joint with Environment&Technology Section)

3. Approximate Attendance:  45 members (beyond officers/council).

· A report of the section council meeting
1. Location: “The Avenue Restaurant,” Sheraton Hotel NYC, Saturday August 11, 2007, 12:30-1:45pm

2. Attending

1. J. Croissant, Chair

2. Kelly Moore, Chair-Elect

3. Daniel Lee Kleinman, Chair Elect (2007)

4. Kelly Joyce, Secretary-Treasurer

5. Michael Lynch, Past Chair

6. Susan Silbey, Council

7. Jackie Orr, Council (2007)

8. Laurel Smith-Doerr, Council

9. Andrew Lakoff, Council

10.  Scott Frickel, Council

11.  Jason Owen-Smith, Council

12.  Hannah Grohl-Prokopczyk, Student Member

3. Agenda
1. Welcome to New Officers, Thanks to Retiring Officers

2. Report from Secretary-Treasurer

1. Budget

2. Membership

3. Discussion: Hacker/Mullins/Merton Award Endowment

4. Awards Committee

1. Announcement of Winners
2. Discussion: Modification of Submission Dates for Future Awards
3. Discussion: Prize Amount Modifications
5. Discussion: Membership Drive 

6. Assignments to Section Committees

7. Discussion: Section Session Planning for 2008 (and future) Meetings.

8. Adjournment.

· The nominations procedures to be used by the section:

1. Nominations Chair (2006-2007): Andrew Lakoff
2. Calls for nominations, including self-nominations, are distributed through the section listserve and through the newsletter.  The Nominations Chair may also invite people to run for office. (September-November).

3. Nominations materials collected from candidates and sent to ASA (November-December).
· A review of the current year's activities;

1. Section Sessions

1. ASA Section Sessions

2. Roundtables

2. Reception: A Reception was held, co-convened with the Environment and Technology Section.  At one time nearly 100 members of the sections were present, which considering people moving between differing events probably represents a significant cross-section of the groups.

3. Newsletter Production
1. Todd Paddock, Newsletter Editor, produced three newletters per our usual pattern (Fall/Winter, Spring, Summer Pre-Meeting), placing the newsletter on the section website and delivering PDF files directly to membership via email and the section listserve.

2.  After several years of valuable service, Paddock has retired as newsletter editor and a search for (a) new editor(s) has commenced.

4. General Use of Section List-Serves

1. Section List-Serve: The Section List-serve proved to be a useful conduit for time-sensitive announcements (CFP, Employment) for the section, with approximately weekly announcements circulating from the chair.

2. “Message Board”: The Message Board, despite having a moderator, has not proved to be as attractive to the membership.  Plans are to try to integrate the newsletter and electronic communications in such a way as to encourage bulletin board usage.
5.  Merton/Hacker/Mullins Award Endowment Fund (See Below in Plans for Coming Year)

· Plans for the coming year

1.   The section will sponsor four panels at the 2008 annual meeting in 
Boston, including one invited panel on women and science. 


2.  The Merton/Hacker/Mullins Endowment fund was created to establish a 


capital base that will allow the section to increase prize money given to the 
winner of the annual Hacker-Mullins Graduate Student Paper award, and to 
help defray the travel costs of the winner of the annual Robert K. Merton book 
award. This year we will work on developing the fund through email and 
newsletter solicitations.  Another plan is to hold a book raffle.  We have $855 
in funds so far, and would like to increase that amount to $5000. 

3.  The section leadership is making a special push to include more young 
people and international scholars in the section.  Mathieu Albert of the 
University of Toronto is organizing a social event for young SKAT scholars and 
students, to be held at the Boston meeting. 


4.  The newsletter will be co-edited by Ann Lubrano of Polytechnic University 
(Brooklyn) and Sarah Beth Kaufman of NYU.  Mary Ingram-Waters will 
continue as book review editor. 
An operating budget for the coming year approved by the section council;
· Copies of the section newsletters or the print equivalent of electronic communications.

http://www2.asanet.org/sectionskat/SKAT_master_SUMMER2007.pdf

Summer 2007 Newsletter (20pp. as PDF)

http://www2.asanet.org/sectionskat/SKAT_master_Spring2007.pdf

Spring 2007 Newsletter (17pp. as PDF)

http://www2.asanet.org/sectionskat/SKAT_master_FallWinter2006.pdf

Fall/Winter 2006 Newsletter (52pp. as PDF)
