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Introduction
This course aims to introduce you to some of the themes and issues involved in the study of war. I have tried to balance two objectives: (1) a detailed study of particular cases, so that there can be some in-depth exploration of issues; and (2) a broad range of experiences of warfare in different times and places. While the Western experience occupies a considerable section of the course, pre-modern and non-Western experiences of war are also considered. The course is organized around a small number of wars, which will be considered in some detail. Questions that we focus on include: combat motivation and effectiveness; morale and cohesion; mobilization, recruitment and socialization; war planning and preparation; the social bases of military strategy; the cultural basis of war; religion and ideology in war; command and control; race, class and gender in war; impact and outcomes of war.

We will begin with three short, provocative works: John Keegan, The Face of Battle (which looks at Agincourt, Waterloo and the Somme from the perspective of ordinary soldiers); John Ellis, The Social History of the Machine Gun; and Victor Davis Hanson, The Soul of Battle (which looks at the ideological motivations of soldiers in Ancient Greece, the U.S. Civil War, and the Second World War.) 

Requirements

Obviously, class attendance and pre‑seminar preparation is mandatory and necessary.  We are a community of learners, and you owe it to the rest of us to be intellectually committed.  Discussions will constitute a major part of the course, and the quality of these discussions will depend on the degree of your engagement.  The class needs your contributions!


Evaluation will be based on your informed and active participation in class, and on some relatively easy writing assignments:

1) Each week you are to prepare a short document that contains 1‑3 questions that could be used to lead class discussion. The purpose of the questions is to get you to think critically about the issues we will be considering in this course. The questions should be brief and clear, not paragraph-long rambling excursions. Please have these to me by early Monday afternoon so I can anticipate the directions you want the seminar to go when we meet. (If, for some reason, you are unable to attend, please give me the questions anyway.) It would help other participants if you could email your questions to everyone in time for us all to think about them before the seminar meets.


2) You then have choice of either (A) or (B)
A) Six short critical evaluations of the reading. (You may take a complete book, a chapter from a book, an article, or some combination of articles/chapters/books.) These should not be descriptions of the works we have read. They are not “book reports” or “book reviews.” You may assume that I have read these books and articles, so please don’t tell me what they say unless this is absolutely necessary to make your argument. I want you to focus on weaknesses in arguments, and/or on the ways in which authors’ arguments might be further developed. Or you can use the author to explore some theme that they don’t (in your judgement) discuss adequately. (I do not want reports of the “Oh, gosh, I really liked this book…” kind.) I want your critical thinking; I am looking for quality rather than quantity. Length: entirely up to you: no more than you need to make your point(s); probably 2-3 pages. These critical evaluations are due at the time we discuss the material.

B) A seminar paper. This can be a research paper related to the course, or an extended review of the literature or theories. If you select this option, please discuss your paper with me by October 15 and give me a written outline or prospectus of the paper by November 12. There is no fixed format or length for this paper. Please note that I do not intend to give incompletes in this course except in special circumstances.

3) Attendance: There are 13 sessions. I expect you to attend all sessions, having done the reading and prepared to contribute to the discussion. If you consistently miss sessions, I will reduce your grade for non-attendance

Class Schedule

Week 1: Aug 27:
Introduction

Sept 3: Labor Day: 
no class
Week 2: Sept 10:
John Keegan, The Face of Battle 

Sept 17: Rosh Hashanah: no class
Week 3: Sept 24:
Victor Davis Hanson, The Soul of Battle
Week 4:  Oct 1:
John Ellis, The Social History of the Machine Gun
Weeks 5-8: The Second World War: Asia and the Pacific

Week 5: Oct 8 

War planning; Decisions for war; Surprise at Pearl Harbor


Ronald Spector, Eagle Against the Sun, chapters 1-7


Jack Snyder, Myths of Empire, chapter 4, “Japan’s Bid for Autarky”


Michael Barnhart, Japan Prepares for Total War
Read especially chapters 1 “The Rise of Autarky in Japanese Strategic Thinking,” 7 “Swastika and Red Star: The Imperial Army’s Strategic and Economic Dilemmas of 1939,” 9 “The Navy’s Price: Japan Commences the Southward Advance,” 11 “Unsettled Details: The Debate over the Southward Advance,” and 13 “A Final Wager: Japan Consummates the Southward Advance.”

Roberta Wohlstetter, Pearl Harbor: Warning and Decision, 1962, chapter 7, “Surprise”

Week 6: Oct 15 

Strategy


Ronald Spector, Eagle Against the Sun, chapters 8-17, 19

D. Clayton James, “American and Japanese Strategies in the Pacific War” in P. Paret (ed), Makers of Modern Strategy, 1986

Lloyd Eastman, “Nationalist China During the Sino-Japanese War 1937-1945” in Lloyd Eastman et al., The Nationalist Era in China, 1937-1945
Week 7: Oct 22 

Face of battle 

Craig Cameron, American Samurai: Myth, Imagination, and the Conduct of Battle in the First Marine Division, 1941-1951, chapter 2 “Creating Marines – and a masculine ideal” and chapter 3 “Images of the Japanese Other Defined: Guadalcanal and Beyond”


Ronald Spector, Eagle Against the Sun, chapter 18

Week 8: Oct 29 

War termination and aftermath

Ronald Spector, Eagle Against the Sun, chapters 21-23

John Dower, Embracing Defeat: Japan in the Wake of World War II, chapter 8 “Making Revolution,” and 17 “Engineering Growth”

Weeks 9-10: Wars involving the Native Americans

Week 9: Nov 5

Jill Lepore, The Name of War: King Philip’s War and the Origins of American Identity.

Week 10: Nov 12

James Gump, The Dust Rose Like Smoke: the subjugation of the Zulu and the Sioux, 

Nov 19: Thanksgiving: no class
Weeks 11-13 The English Civil War

Week 11: Nov 26 

European context; military technology and innovation; the course of the war

Ian Gentles, “The Civil Wars in England” in J. Kenyon and J. Ohlmeyer (eds) The Civil Wars: a military history of England, Scotland and Ireland, 1638-1660, 1998

Michael Roberts, “The Military Revolution, 1560-1660” in Clifford Rogers (ed) The Military Revolution Debate, 1995

Geoffrey Parker, “The Military Revolution, 1560-1660 – a Myth?’ in Clifford Rogers (ed) The Military Revolution Debate, 1995

David Parroti, “”Strategy and Tactics in the Thirty Years’ War; The Military Revolution,” in Clifford Rogers (ed) The Military Revolution Debate, 1995

Week 12: Dec 3 

Origins and Meaning

David Underdown, Revel, Riot and Rebellion, chapter 5  “Popular Politics Before the Civil War”

G.E. Aylmer, Rebellion or Revolution?, chapter 1 “Reform,” and chapter 2 “Rebellion.”

Christopher Hill, A Nation of Change and Novelty, chapter 2 “The place of the seventeenth century Revolution in English history”

Week 13: Dec 10 

Religion, Politics, War


Ian Gentles, The New Model Army, 1992 chapter 4 “The Importance of Religion”

