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SYMPOSIUM ON TEACHING POLITICAL SOCIOLOGY

Editor’'s Note: For this issue, I've asked some 1 like to start the course by discussing
of our section’s leading teachers of political debates about how to understand power and

sociology to contribute. | asked them to have found Steven Lukes’ edited volume
describe a handful of key resources or generalPower(1986, NYU Press) and Marvin Olsen
lessons for teaching political sociology. and Martin Marger’'ower in Modern
Societieg1993, Westview Press) valuable
Erik Larson, Macalester College resources. A later module in the course

Since the usefulness of resources  focuses on citizenship. | have assigned
depends on the context in which they are usedizershon Shafirdhe Citizenship Debates
| want to provide a brief overview of the coursg1998, University of Minnesota Press) a good
in which | use these resources. “Political source for classic debates about citizenship
Sociology” is an upper-level elective that both and Alison Brysk and Gershon Shafir's
Sociology and Political Science students may People Out of Placé004, Routledge),
count toward their majors. The course, which which provides a more contemporary human-
has a heavy reading load, aims to introduce rights centered focus on citizenship.
students to a variety of classical and
contemporary theoretical debates in political 2. A reference volumeThe Handbook of
sociology in order to provide students with a Political Sociologyedited by Thomas
foundation to pursuing senior research theses Janoski, Robert Alford, Alexander Hicks,
that might draw upon and contribute to recent and Mildred Schwartz (2005, Cambridge
advances in political sociology. Here are someUniversity Press) is filled with chapters that
resources that have helped me to make the provide overviews of a variety of bodies of

course successful: literature in political sociology. These
chapters have been particularly useful in
1. Edited volumes relevant to political getting students to think about further

sociology. In various iterations of the course, Iresearch as well as suggesting potential
have used these books either as assigned  additions to the course syllabus.
readings, sources of ideas for original source

materials to assign, or supplemental resourceContinued on p.2
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Political Sociology In the Heart of the Action at the Iowa
Caucuses, by Kevin T. Leicht

The lowa Caucuses.. khowwhat you (http://www.ssrc.uiowa.edu/
think! Farmers in overalls; fat, Nordic women HawkeyePoll.htm) and we also are connected
in plaid dresses with Jello salads in tow; blondwith lowa Electronic Markets (http://
hair and blue eyes as far as the eye can see; www.biz.uiowa.edu/iem/markets/
bucolic fields of corn and smelly hog lots. But Nomination08.html), a unique commodity
what is it really like to be there, as a political futures market that predicts vote totals for
sociologist, at the start of what might be the Presidential candidates. IEM (as it's called)
most anticipated election in American history?was featured iscientific AmericarfMarch,
The simplest answer is, amazing! As 2008) and George Neumann (the founder of
Director of the Social Science Research CentdiEM) is a faculty affiliate of the Institute for
here at The University of lowa | had a ringside
seat and (in a small way) even got in on the
action. My Center directs the Hawkeye Poll  Continued on p.4
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3. Sources of ideas for updating assigned readifgnce | aim to introduce students to contempydteeoretical debates, |
look to update the syllabus each time | teach these. | have found recent award-winning booksatidles provide a
particularly compelling way to keep the readingfissh. In particular, the Political Sociologycten’s recent Best Book
and Best Article award and the ASA’s DistinguisliBzmbk Award have been good sources.

4. Sources of ideas for debates about contempapglications of political sociology: At the entithe semester, when
students are working on their final research prafgms like to shift the focus of the course to way which political
sociology provides insight into contemporary issuésurnal editors have made the task of gatherisgt of readings quite
easy by publishing symposia on such topics. Fsiamte, | have used the Scholarly Controversyaeot the war in Iraq
from volume 16 ofPolitical Power and Social Theos well as the symposium on terrorism fréotiological Theory

5. Planning the course: Although initially unptaal, our department has now taken to schedulingetigcal Sociology
course during the same semester as our Compakéist@rical course (which is one of two options snt$ have for
completing a second research methods course). oNBague, Terry Boychuk, and | have discovered shadents who
concurrently enroll in the courses draw connectimver the semester that contribute to the ovesatass of both courses.

W. Lawrence Neuman, University of Wisconsin-Whitewger

When asked to pick a few significant teaching veses in political sociology, my first question wasich area
within political sociology? | can think of a halfbzen titles for each of several areas. My list $everal limitations. It only
has late 20 century works, it is heavily American-centeredd érdoes not reflect the import of feminist theorythe
“cultural turn” of the past decade. Also absemtisonal choice theory that has a large presenpelitical science but is
limited within political sociology. Here are my “maificent seven.” Anyone who is teaching politisatiology should be
familiar with these works and work to convey thedty and ideas within them to students.

POLITICAL MAN: THE SOCIAL BASES OF POLITICS (196®y Seymour Martin Lipset is nearly a half-century
old. Most of its findings and ideas have been ssgmd, but this classic was a true watershed inVigodd War Il political
sociology. Its discussion of the conditions sustaj democratic institutions, sources of anti-deratic belief, and the
influence of social structure on voting behavidabBshed an agenda for decades of scholarshipib#tppeared.

WHO RULES AMERICA (1967) by G. William Domhoff isarely read today. Heir to C. Wright MillBower Elite, it
documented the existence of ruling class in the pr&/ided the foundation for the power structutenigrated as
instrumentalist) studies that continue into th& @dntury.

POWER: A RADICAL VIEW (1974) by Steven Lukes islarsbook with a simple framework that significangifted
thinking about a core political sociology concelfitgave readers a structure to see through egiskitbates over power and
introduced ideas developed by Bourdieu, Foucantt, Gramsci into the mainstream of political socjylo

STATES AND SOCIAL REVOLUTIONS (1979) by Theda Skatmvas heir to the scholarship of Barrington Moore
and laid the groundwork for a comparative-histdragad institutional approach that continues to yodis broad scope and
structural analysis moved the state to be a cefatcak.

POLITICAL PROCESS AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BLACKWSURGENCY 1930-1970 (1982) by Douglas
McAdam laid the groundwork to move beyond the Resmiobilization theory of movements by offeringalitical
Process Model. It incorporated a more dynamic aggrahat included institutional and consciousnastofs, and it both
legitimated the idea of political opportunity sttue and paved the way for discussing movementdsam

THREE WORLDS OF WELFARE CAPITALISM (1990) by Godsping-Anderson
stimulated a paradigm shift in the analysis ofrtiadern welfare state. Beyond its substantive dmrtion to explaining
welfare state policy, it combined a sophisticatedlgsis of cross-national statistical data withirarovative theoretical
model without ignoring historical contingency.

TALKING POLITICS (1992) by William Gamson adoptedracro-level approach that emphasized discoursdjane
and the formation of popular consciousness. Thénaverlooked study employed a methodology ramskd in political
sociology. It contained implications for proceseédeliberative democracy, movement participatanm the ways people
formulate everyday understandings of public issues.

Sarah Soule, Cornell University

When | teach Political Sociology, | attempt to coleeth institutional and non-institutional politiddne area that | focus on

is theory and empirical work on political particijwa, with an eye toward understanding the comnaamofrs that explain
participation in both institutional and non-institunal politics. Toward this end, | find Verba, $ttman, and Brady'goice

and Equalityto be essential. | have also used Russel Dal@tizen Politicswith great success. | also focus on the effects of
political participation, contrasting research ostitutional and non-institutional politics and hdwese impact policy
Continued on p.3
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matters. Toward this end, | find Edwin Amenta antleagues' work very useful. Typically | use a asrof their articles, but
I will likely also useWhen Movements Mattére next time | teach this course. Finally, Eltio cover work on various
forms of state repression, whether it be policihgrotest, detention of citizens, human rights &fins, or some other form
of repression. To this end, | like Christian Davertis work, especially hiState Repression and the Domestic Democratic
Peace

Kent Redding, University of Wisconsin- Milwaukee

“At the river | stand.” This is a riveting one houideo of the events surrounding the poor peomgatapaign, the Memphis
sanitation worker’s strike, and the assassinatfdviartin Luther King in 1968. It does a superb joficapturing the nuances
of the 1968 struggle, including the role of poliepression, labor unions, the local news mediapatidcal figures, factions
within the civil rights movement and King's effdd navigate them. Even the gendered aspects girttest comes into
play in the “I AM A MAN” placards.

PBS Frontline: For those with internet accessitdss rooms, this PBS mainstay how has most oédsnt
programs available via the internet for immediate.uThe beauty is that you can play brief snipfmefgmpstart analysis
and discussion. Two of my favorite episodes to UBee Persuaders,” which includes a fascinatingpaat of how Frank
Luntz and others turned “global warming” into “chibe change” and the estate tax into the “death t&'Qaeda’s New
Front,” a very useful account of European struggligh Islamic extremism.

John Markoff's Waves of Democracy. This is aidifft book even for advanced undergraduate majar#’s the
single best short, analytic history of democracy g diffusion. It is essential reading on a famentally central topic in
political sociology. Student’s chafe at its coayilies and ambiguities but give it a grudging extpnce they read it.

Janoski, et al's The Handbook of Political Soagyigdisclaimer: | co-authored two chapters). Eottdinarily
useful overview of the field. Works well in a grade seminar but too complex and dry for most unéeigates.

Ira Katznelson's When Affirmative Action Was Whit©kay, | haven’t had the opportunity to use thas  Still, |
think this book would be a useful corrective to imaé the debate we have today about affirmativeoadiecause of the
way it lays bare the production of white privilegeJ.S. public policy in the 20th century.

Students. Some of my best moments in teachiriigablsociology have come when | have allowed stud to
choose some of the topics for the 2nd half of these. | retain veto power over the topics and the readings. It is more
work for me but students love it and feel more sted in the material and we all learn new thingetoer. Two great
topics | would have otherwise never have tackled:Rwandan genocide and the Salem witch trials.

Anthony Orum, University of lllinois-Chicago

1. Election campaigns: Over the years that | hauglt political sociology | have often used elettampaigns as a
means of drumming up interest in the topics oftal sociology. Sometimes it's hard to do, evéathw lively campaign,
but this year in my class we actually are tryingitoulate the primaries, and students are incredibérested in the
simulation, just as they are in the primary campaifour students have chosen to be the major nemgacandidates, i.e.
Obama, Clinton, McCain and Huckabee, and each datwlis also joined by one person who serves #sehisampaign
manager. The rest of the students are dividedkeydssue-blocs, e.g. the War in Iraq. We sodhhaive debates in class
between the leading Republican and Democratic odets, and each issue bloc will be providing tlas<swith the key
ideas and historical summaries of the main issues.

2. Great books and ideas in political sociologgtsb have relied on some great works to convekelyddeas and
lessons of political sociology. One of my favasiie Alexis de Tocqueville’s Democracy in Ameriddind that students
are very responsive to Tocqueville’s image of Ar@iand argument on behalf of democracy. He previdé¢h a wonderful
comparative vantage point, with Europe, but alstr@ng and powerful argument about the central atdweges of a
democratic system and society. | found this paldicwork very useful when | taught on a Fulbrigidt year at Fudan
University in Shanghai. Tocqueville provided a meaf getting into all the key issues, participatsmnd equality chief
among them. Yet no matter how hard | tried to @dt® the benefits of democracy, the students @rettd, believed that
China was not yet ready for such a system. Asraestudents pointed out to me, “there is no padith China.”

The other work that | have found very useful, esdly in recent years when authoritarian regimagehcollapsed
and there is talk of replacing them with democrgbeernments, is Joseph Schumpeter’s CapitalisgiaBom and
Democracy.Schumpeter becomes a good foil for talking aboudtiititakes to establish democracy in former alitidan
regimes because of his insistence on his minimalistula, i.e. elites competing for the popularevof the people.
Altogether this is a fascinating and provocativekyespecially for advanced undergraduate and gtackiudents. At last
count, by the way, it was in its #printing, having first been printed in 1945.

Continued on p.4
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Martha Easton, Elmira College

Teaching in the area of social movements, or a general social change course, | have a numbewofite teaching
objects. Here’s a list of a few of them:

1) What's a protest like? Most of my studentséhasry little idea. I've used YouTube clips of M& O protests to spark
some excellent discussions in class. There arendauof clips available, some with a soundtrack some with the sounds
of the protests.

2) For discussions of newer forms of protest, liged some of the Culturejamming material, sudcha¥Vhirl-Mart
campaign (see sites liketp://www.breathingplanet.net/whiyl/ I've also used visual material from Adbusterg:/
www.adbusters.org/homedind information about Shopdropping campaidmp(//www.shopdropping.ngt/ | once had a
group of students actually try shopdropping atcall@Valmart--with predictable results.

3) I've asked students to steal Abbie Hoffman'saBi his Bookand read sections of it for class. For many efd¢fudents,
Hoffman’s manual is a strange artifact of a distane, but it helps in understanding some of tispaliate ideas from
1970’s protest movements. Plus, students repbéasithe added benefit of sparking great conversatvith their parents.
4) Unlike many other social movement documenta@e® Woman, One Vofen the American women’s movement)
highlights a number of the theoretical issues endbcial movement literature. It shows issues sfueces, political
opportunities, framing, commitment, cooptationjtspver tactics, and more. | show it at the begig of the class, which
has the added benefit of giving us all a commoeregfce for future reading.

Lisa M. Martinez, University of Denver

My own research deals with politics and race/attyiso | make it a significant component of mytifial
Sociology course. | like to frame the course adbtive idea of the tension that exists between aligit and democracy,
principally the fact that economic elites, whilelmacing democracy on one level, also fear its iztense by the working
classes. We examine how this plays out histoyicaid more contemporarily. | use Piven and Clovgafdhy Americans
Still Don’t Voteto show the evolution of the two-party system, dheetoral reforms institute by political elitesrgsponse to
the 1896 Populist Scare, and the subsequent shidirtls the constricted electorate. More contempdoams of exclusion
and suppression and the shaping of political ppet®on provides an opportunity to bring in Uggerdalanza’s work on
felon disenfranchisement and readings about remilistricting in Texas. Together these readifigstiate that even
though the formal obstacles to voting have beaniedited, the informal ones still endure and, in savays, are more
insidious. | conclude the section witto Umbrella: Election Day in the Ci{2004), a film by Laura Paglin showing
election-day failures in one of Ohio’s poorest mbigrhoods. All of this ties into Domhoff's treatmef class/corporate
dominance and his more instrumental vision of hieavatate and policy making is captured by the aatpacapitalist class.

IOWA CAUCUSES CONTINUED:

Inequality Studies here at lowa. The Hawkeye Padl trelded five polls since last spring and wasstigiect of a press
conference at the National Press Club in WashinBt@h Our “election 2008” websitéifp://www.uiowa.edu/electio/
was selected for the Library of Congress permaeleation archive. As living proof that people canfamous for 15
minutes, our press release from our October Pdltiva leading news item on Google News for (yolsgeé it...)15
minutes$ Our work has been the subject of over 300 newaspstories since the Spring of 2007.

What's it mean to be a political sociologist a ttenter of the political universe, even if it'dyofor a few weeks?
Five press inquiries a day for me, including ingggrfrom Spain, Poland, the Czech Republic, ané#tiga. Ten interviews
daily for our polling director, Dave Redlawsk. Radpots. TV spots. A 15- minute segment filmedhisyNBC Nightly
News with Brian Williams (derailed by the assasimaof Benazir Bhutto). You're literally “on” athe time. But man, is it
a rush!

But what do you end up saying? You talk about ymif results, and you talk about lowa, a placetpesple have
(at best) only driven through. lowa’s populatiom{Blion people) is evenly dispersed around théest@nly 2.5 percent of
the state is African American. There are Hispamimigrants and a growing Hispanic population her8 f&rcent), but
they're dispersed and the major lure is the meekipg plants that are located in a myriad of srt@dins throughout the
state. But immigration, as it was defined by thedtdates (especially the nativists) was not a legge issue here. The
schools are good. The populace thinks. They takecttucus business seriously. We don'’t have aioekgight (at least not
a visible one). The Conservatives aren't that coredre and the liberals aren’t that liberal. Thete is politically divided
down the middle — Bush received 50 percent of tite in 2004, Kerry 49 percent (another 1 percemtweunspecified

Continued on p.5
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“others”...). People don't vote “early and often” Ber there’s nobody trying to stuff ballot boxespthing them into rivers,
or systematically disenfranchising the poor angnsétized. That would be unneighborly.

And the candidates! You see them all, right in yiouvn. My office is one block from the Hamburg Intie iconic
working class diner where all the Presidential cdet#s are filmed eating breakfast (there’s a pagbere Ronald Reagan
once sat — no one remembers what he ordered). dotell who is in town by how many Secret Servit®/S are in front
of the Vitro Hotel (complete with the Robocops imglasses). You see the candidates — McCain, Rgn@ieyon, Edwards,
Obama, Thompson, and the rest — walking right dtherstreet.

If you accept what I've just said about lowa asaties you'll understand what follows on the campaigil. You
can't just fly in here, walk out on the tarmacts Des Moines airport, give a firey speech, geklmacthe plane, and fly to
the coasts. Nor can you win by buying more TV ddsteveryone else. You have to actually campaigmlidh fashioned way
— door to door, in small towns, in cars and busesting people, shaking their hands, kissing thelries, eating their food.
If you're not the type that can do this (Rudy Gatiawasn't) you don’t stand a chance here. It hdlgeu know something
about farming (gardening will suffice). Bread-anattbr issues work best here, and that was espetiadl this year. As a
candidate, you could oppose abortion and suppbdat@rayer (or not), but if you couldn’t discube tanxieties of the
middle class, you weren’t going anywhere.

Then there’s the process. A Caucus. Not only daémelidates have to travel from one town of 5,@0é next one
giving speeches and shaking hands for months,theg to convince the electorate that they’re wep#énding two-hours-or-
so of their time with neighbors actually arguingabwhich candidate is the best one. This is a nmiate serious
commitment than just showing up for a few minuted pushing a button in a private booth. Fortunatgy’'re surrounded
by your party’s faithful from your precinct, so theowd isn't totally hostile and is rarely, if eyemcivil. Turnout (as you
might guess) is always an issue, but not this ydawa’s record turnout of 335,000 simply addethi® anticipation as the
results started coming in and Janudfyfi@ally arrived. Even this political sociologisati to make a choice — go to the caucus
or speak on American Family Radio from New Yori8am (right in the middle of caucus activity).

Then it's actually caucus night. Caucus goersegadhthe precinct site at 7 pm to caucus for ttendidate or to
come up with a choice if they haven't made one ke Republicans take straw polls — the candid@tetive simple
majority in the straw poll wins all of the precitsctielegates. For the Democrats, things are marglicated. An initial
straw poll is taken. Candidates with less thandrsent of the caucus turnout in their precinctdaeared “nonviable”, and a
round of persuasion (usually 30 minutes) beginsre/eapporters attempt to lure others to their fdw@andidate. After this
bargaining session, another straw poll is takemending on the wishes of those present, the diagexan go on for hours,
or the group can decide they're happy and dividéheplelegates based on the votes the viable caedideceive.

The unlikely story to emerge from the Janudfyc8ucuses stunned the rest of the nation — Barhekn@ and Mike
Huckabee were the clear winners, testimonies tio tbacerted efforts to get out caucus goers apeao new voters. But,
on the Demaocratic side, John Edwards nudged olariiClinton for second place. Why? Almost all bétcaucus goers who
began as Richardson, Biden and Dodd supportersdriove Edwards camp once their candidates welaréel non-
viable. This outcome was a monument to second eblofon the Republican side, Fred Thompson bestedMoCain, who
actually finished fourth (!).

Then, all of sudden, it's January.4rhe phone stops ringing. There are so many reatalat the Des Moines airport
that the rental car companies bring in extra eng#syto drive them away. The candidates and thganizations are gone.
We're a flyover state again and things return tomad.

Is this the way electoral politics is supposelleé® No. As a political sociologist, | don’t thirtket lowa Caucuses
have much of a future. But lowa has some virtuasithope are preserved if we lose our positiofuinre Presidential
primaries. You've actually got to show up and priesflesh. You have to appear in a small confiaesh with the other
candidates. TV and Radio ads won't save you. Malo®sn’t guarantee much. The candidates have tgdalknto believing
in them, not just voting for them. The rest of tiaion is watching, so don’t do something stupide@ould do worse and as
an lowan it will be sad to see all this disappear.

DISSERTATION ABSTRACTS

John C. Scott, Cornell University “Cooperation ar@ollusion: The Social Ambivalence of Lobbying in Aerica.”

My dissertation examines a community of policyoagtwho are governed by trust-based norms speoifizeir
community. Using a unique longitudinal social netikvof lobbying organizations in Washington, D.&s,well as qualitative
interviews with political insiders and social movemh activists, | focus on a specific public polaymain. | trace the
development of social networks of organizations,dbntent of such networks, and their effects ditigal interactions over
time. These effects are underwritten by sociaimsoof cooperation, reciprocity, and confidentiatitpong embedded
Continued on p.6
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lobbyists, which norms enable information-thick lexege and joint activity. | also focus on how $leeial norms among
lobbyists exclude outside activists, who in resgorisaracterize lobbyists’ social norms and relatigps as collusive.

Brian J. Gareau, University of California-Santa Cru“Dangerous Holes in Global Environmental Governae: The
Roles of Neoliberal Discourse, Science, and Califiar Agriculture in the Montreal Protocol.”

In my dissertation, | analyze the first indicatwifailure in what many consider the most sucegggbbal
environmental treaty, the Montreal Protocol. | asanterdisciplinary approach, drawing from macgisiogy, sociology of
science, and human geography to examine how thedspnase-out of ozone-depleting methyl bromideives
interconnections between geopolitics, agro-indystng scientific knowledge. A key question in mgsdirtation deals with
neoliberalism and global environmental politicsaling from conceptualizations of neoliberalism oraging in sociology
and geography, | explore how powerful actors usdilmeral discourse to articulate protectionist foss in protocol
deliberations. Additionally, I illustrate the linketween global political and economic dominanatglobal environmental
governance. My work shows that powerful nationestatnd agro-industrial firms are able to “jump st#&b influence
decision-making at the global scale. Drawing fromeiviews with ozone scientists, state delegat€&QMnd industry
representatives, and direct observation at intermalt meetings, | argue that the stalled phasesbotethyl bromide is
largely the consequence of US protectionism oftitswberry production complex.

Delia Baldassarri, PhD Columbia University “Crossting Social Spheres? Political Polarization anddtSocial Roots of
Pluralism.”

Political polarization is not only a phenomenoropinion radicalization, but also a process of alodivision and
ideological alignment that might occur at differémtels of social reality. Accordingly, | addresg tcurrent debate on
political polarization in contemporary America lmoking at people's preferences and their attribtidespatterns of social
relations in which individuals are embedded, ardeimergent web of group affiliations. | discuss $hmultaneous
presence and absence of polarization, by showingdemple can perceive homogeneous political enaients even
though they are embedded in heterogeneous andaiarized social contexts. | also show that Americiimens, over the
last forty years, have become more ideological euitmecessarily becoming more coherent in theitipal views and that
association members have become politically morespa, but such increased partisanship has nuilaged into greater
civil society division. The picture that emergesnfi this study suggests that, despite the poléwizatf parties, and political
activists over the last two decades, the inconsigtef the mass belief system and scarce intemgsilitics, in conjunction
with declining civic engagement and associatioifi@] have prevented public opinion from becomingenpolarized. If
these are the social roots of political pluralishey are also the source of increasing inequaliipterest representation.

Dan Slater, Emory University “Ordering Power: Contéous Politics, State-Building, and Authoritaria®urability in
Southeast Asia.”

Capable and accountable public authority has preMasive throughout the post-colonial world, bat entirely
unattainable. Southeast Asia exhibits as muchtifmare variation than any other region in termbath state capacity and
democratic accountability. Why have some of thggar’s states proven so much more capable, paatiguht extracting tax
revenue from economic elites, than others? And dwe some of Southeast Asia’s authoritarian regpnegen so much
more durable than others? In this comparative-titgtbanalysis of seven Southeast Asian countriBarma, Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, South Vietpand Thailand — | locate the answer to both puziriehe types of
contentious politics (i.e. labor strikes, ethnmts| student protests, rural uprisings, and separabellions) that erupted
between the end of Japan’s occupation of Soutiesdatin 1945 and the inauguration of bureaucratitiaritarian regimes
throughout the region between the mid-1950s anédinly 1970s. Subtly divergent patterns of contergtipolitics provide
the best explanation for the striking divergenc8autheast Asia’s contemporary political institagoln short, the strength
or weakness of these political institutions (pattimilitaries, states, and regimes) reflects emdupiatterns of elite collective
action, which arose in response to specific tygakreats from below.

Rita Stephan, University of Texas at Austin “The Faly and the Making of Women’s Rights Activism.”

My research brings the family into the study ohifeism and social movements by highlighting theaiyits and
interactions between activists and their kin grompgsebanonMy central question is: how do Lebanese women’stsig
activists use their kinship system in their pursiititizenship rights and political recognition8 @&nswer this question, |
investigate the impact of being embedded in—orrautwus from—kinship structures on activism. To aubeatheir
movement’s goals and strategies, my findings sudgbasLebanese women'’s rights activists leveraggpsrt from the
kinship system and adhere to its behavioral nokysanalysis reveals that Lebanese feminists intewétb kinship at three
levels inbecoming activistsn the course adloing activismand bysetting the discoursef their activism.

Continued on p.7
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Abdolrahim Javadzadeh, Florida International Univeity “Marxists Into Muslims: The Iranian Irony.”

This dissertation examines the influence of Istaiteology on Iranian Marxists during the 1979 dation. The
purpose of this study is to extricate the influentéslamic culture, ideology, and terminology oraMist organizations and
on individuals who identified themselves as MaigtIran. This is especially of interest sinceriany ways Marxism and
Islam are ideologically in conflict. To investigate irony publications put forth by several Matxisganizations before and
after the 1979 revolution were examined. Throughstudy of Marxist political organs, theoreticabpcation and political
flyers distributed during and after the revolutitile phenomenon of Marxists converting to an Istaiceology became
clearer. Many Marxist organizations were demonsgratilizing Islamic political ideology to organizend mobilize masses
of Iranians. This study shows a historical precedesf Marxists’ usage of Islam in the politicaltoiyy of Iran dating back to
early twentieth-century. Primary and secondaryXiéatiterature showed that Islam was an inescapabtial and political
reality for Iranian Marxists. Internalizing the mlef martyrdom—of Shi'a Islam—was a shared belief united Marxists
with Muslins in their attempt to effect sociopaddi change in Iran. Although a significant conttiduto the revolutionary
movement in Iran Marxists operated within a contekbelief system of Islam. This pervasive beliftem within the
culture is what created the conditions for the ity of Marxists becoming Muslims.

Edward T. Walker, Pennsylvania State University “@HPrivatization of Political Influence: Professiordrassroots
Lobbying in the United States”

Institutional grassroots lobbying (GL) — attempyscorporations, industry, interest groups, andegoment to
mobilize citizens in shaping legislation — becam&vplent starting in the 1970s. The growth of @libs for citizen activism
suggests that dramatic changes have taken pla¢&irtivil society, as citizens participate lessspite greater numbers of
voluntary associations. Using unique, original datahe firms that provide GL services, | examime $ociological
indicators that explain the rise of professional @hd also consider how clients vary in their usafigéL. Evidence suggests
that GL campaigns were supported by an expandahg) &if associations, alongside heightened busipggecal engagement.
For corporations that lobby the public, | find ti&t is mainly an expansion of existing lobbyingegpires; industry groups,
on the other hand, do so mainly to activate thénlegses that comprise their organizations. Pilitézest groups, by
contrast, tend to hire GL firms rarely, and thdss to are wealthy and/or sizeable. | concludednsidering how GL is
helping to privatize political influence not only that firms promote private interests in the pubphere, but also in that the
forms of participation they encourage — letter- andck-writing — are largely private in nature.

Azamat Junisbai, Indiana University Economic Justice and Welfare State Attitudes in R@oviet Central Asia.”

Sociologists have long been interested in undedstg popular attitudes about economic justicet, ¥er
knowledge is based largely on research conduct@deistern democracies. This dissertation contribigdehe literature by
analyzing economic justice attitudes in Kazakhstaah Kyrgyzstan, two post-Soviet Central Asian caastthat differ
starkly from the usual venues of most studies te.d@hey are poorer, less democratic, predomipauhtslim, and are
rapidly transforming into capitalist economies aftearly seven decades of state socialism. Tlaetserf combine to make
them qualitatively different from the other couagiin which similar studies have been conducteth \@imbined funding
from the NSF and the State Department, | orgarszetioversaw nationally representative surveys irg¥astan (1000
respondents) and Kazakhstan (1100 respondentgiddition to variables measuring economic justitiecudes, the data
contain a wealth of information about several dipselated and previously untold stories. The adrapter on economic
justice attitudes and their predictors is situatgtiin the larger narrative of economic inequaétyd its causes and
consequences in the two societies. Additional whraxplore the following questions: (1) Who dre winners and losers
and what factors determine success and failuredayts economy? (2) Which social cleavages are sal&nt in fueling
conflict between the haves and have-nots? and (&t\¥ the relationship between Islamic orthodaxyich is increasingly
prevalent, and economic justice sentiments? Whermssible, findings from Central Asia are cortgdsvith existing data
originating elsewhere.

Christopher Pieper, University of Texas-Austin “Rat Paul, and Protest: Explaining Waves of ChristigActivism in the
United States, 1900-2000”

Using comparative-historical methods and in-dejptkural analysis, this dissertation aims to uni@erd the rise
and fall of various forms of religious activism,mely politically-inflected strains of Christianity the 20" century U.S., and
the mechanisms behind these transformations. A peimpsive ecological survey of activist organizaatiavill produce a
“movement map,” indicating their relative strengiliyation, orientation, and support systems. Ndetiailed qualitative case
studies of key representative movements, derivad the ecological study, will reveal micro-levelechanisms and
processes. Historical factors, resources, demographnges, and cultural factors are examined a@esey theory-building
dimensions. Preliminary findings suggest althougicsural-historical factors provide the necessamyditions for religious
Continued on p.8
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activism, they are repeatedly shown to be ins#fitto explain why certain groups did or did notbifive. Cultural
processes, particularly “moral entrepreneurshigg"faund to be more decisive than existing litamtilows. Moral entre-
preneurs, unusually concentrated in religious ti@al, effectively manipulate and challenge exgstnltural codes, espe-
cially those deeply engrained “moral schemas” widiefine certain social practices and attitudesgiet or wrong, permis-
sible or prohibited. The phenomenon of enduringaddansformation is thus revealed as much a m®oé macro-cultural
code adjustment — through micro-level human agenay it is a matter of political-historical contergy.

BOOK ABSTRACTS

D. Michael Lindsay, Faith in the Halls of Power: Ho Evangelicals Joined the American Elite (Oxford iersity Press
2007).

Evangelicals, once at the periphery of Americts how wield power in the White House and on Vi&iket, at
Harvard and in Hollywood. How have they reachedpim@acles of power in such a short time? And vduats this mean
for evangelicals and for America? Drawing on sstniictured interviews with 360 public leaders—imithg two former
Presidents, dozens of political and governmentdesadnore than 100 top business executives, pligwamd moguls, in-
tellectuals, athletes, and other powerful figuresadkay’s work shows how evangelicals have effettigapitalized upon
their structural locations in multiple elite netwsito exercise “convening power.” He also demate$ that, even in the
midst of institutional differentiation and emergidiyersity within elite ranks, religion providesdad, cross-domain cohe-
sion among leaders at the highest of levels. @heelast three decades, evangelical elites hawkthieto their benefit, ad-
vancing the evangelical movement and several gfritgities for American public life.

Li Yi, The Structure & Evolution of Chinese Socid@tratification (University Press of America 2005).

There have been two great shifts of power on thedistage during the past five centuries: the aiseurope fol-
lowing the Industrial Revolution, and the rise loé tUnited States after its Civil War. As we speakew power shift is be-
ginning to take shape: the rise of Asia. LeadinggAxharge toward the world's center stage isdmerging powers of
China and India. This book is a great groundbregakiork in China Studies. For generations, Chitekes have pursued
the structure of Chinese social stratification, e has completely succeeded in constructing @wémgle, complete
model. The Annual Review of Sociology 2002 repdirténsufficient research attention has been gieeemerging social
classes in rural and urban China and existing aisalre hampered by the still evolving nature afad@and economic struc-
tures in which social classes are in the makingisT msightful analysis and reliable assessmemtsoane called for from
future researchers.” (page 98) The Structure &uEwm of Chinese Social Stratification has finadlgddressed this gap. Dr.
Li provides detailed analysis critical to understiag the class structure of Chinese society, bo#h1949 and in the post-
Mao era. His explanation of the origin, structuned evolution of the model will be essential regdimaterial for any intro-
ductory student of Chinese society.

Dana R. Fisher, Activism Inc: How the Outsourcing @&rassroots Campaigns is Strangling ProgressivdifRts in Amer-
ica (Stanford University Press 2006).

This book compares the grassroots outreach obetti@nd Right, focusing on the ways that the lesfiploys thou-
sands of young people around the country to rugrdaand war in elections and political campaignsasvassers. Through
a 2-year study of a stratified random sample of/aasers who worked for one of the largest canvgsgioups in the coun-
try, Professor Fisher documents how young peo@daing contracted out to raise money and supportdmerous pro-
gressive issues on the Left. Fisher finds thatphocess results in extremely high turnover amd$through progressively
minded young people. After their experience indiwising canvassing, many of these potential lealédewe politics for
good. This book is the first comprehensive stuidfnis type of grassroots outreach, providing dmegraphy of a little-
known aspect of progressive politics in America.

Joshua Kjerulf Dubrow, Causes and Consequences ofitital Inequality in Cross-National Perspectiv§pecial issue of
the International Journal of Sociology (Winter 200&ol. 37, no. 4).

In 2004 the American Political Science Associaflask Force on Inequality and American Democragychaled
that "[America’'s] ideals of equal citizenship ardpgonsive government may be under growing threan iara of persistent
and rising inequalities" (APSA 2004). The cenidala of "Causes and Consequences of Political biggun Cross-
National Perspective" is to explore the issuesrhly the Task Force concerning political inequalititizen voice, gov-
ernment responsiveness, and patterns of publicymdéiking — as they exist outside of the UnitedestafThe main question
Continued on p.9
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is, do the Task Force findings hold in a crossemati and comparative context? In addressing tlestopun, papers were organ-
ized into causes of political inequality, and capsmnces of it. The four papers included in tlhikime from sociologists and
political scientists empirically examine disadvaygd groups' political participation in contempor&wyrope (Aina Gallego),
regime change and women's political representaiiooss the world, 1950 — 2000 (Melanie M. Hughtb&) interaction of gen-
der quotas and women's descriptive and substampresentation in Germany (Christina V. Xydias)] #re influence of un-
equal political knowledge on electoral outcomeRamania and Moldova (Gabor Toka and Marina Popestaken together,
and in light of the Task Force's framework for gmeilg political inequality, these articles providieections for building theo-
retical models that explain the causes and consegaeaf political inequality in cross-national pestive.

Matt Bakker and Michael Peter Smith, Citizenship Axss Border: The Political Transnationalism of El Mrante
(Cambridge University Press 2008).

Our book is a political-economically contextuatizethnographic account of transnational politia®sg the U.S.-
Mexican divide. We conducted qualitative fieldgasch in multiple communities in the Mexican stateZacatecas and Guana-
juato and various cities in California, particwametropolitan Los Angeles. The five extended cdsdies in our book offer
new ways of looking at the emergent dynamics afgnational community development and electoratipslon both sides of
the border. Our analysis highlights the continusigmificance of territorial identifications andagt policies — particularly those
of the sending state — in cultivating and sust@nrmansnational connections and practices. Inragtito high-profile warnings
of the dangers to national cultures and politinatitutions brought about by long-distance natismaland dual citizen-
ship, we demonstrate that, far from underminingltgyand diminishing engagement in U.S. politiéfd,Ithe practice of
dual citizenship by Mexican migrants actually poms a sense of empowerment that fosters migranitge &ivic engagement
in U.S. as well as Mexican politics.

Noel Cazenave, Impossible Democracy: The Unlikelic&ess of the War on Poverty Community Action Pragrs (SUNY
Press 2007).

Explores how community action programs used fdderals to sponsor social protest—based commueityrm.Im-
possible Democracghallenges the conventional wisdom that the WaPoverty failed, by exploring the unlikely succe$ss
community action programs. Using two projects imlattan that were influential precursors of comrnyaction programs—
the Mobilization for Youth and the Harlem Youth @ppunities Unlimited-Associated Community Teams—N&aeCazenave
analyzes national and local conflicts in the 196@sr what the nature of community action shouldFagled by the civil rights
movement, activist social scientists promoted aghoficommunity action that allowed for the useso€ial protest as an instru-
ment of local reform. In addition, they advancetda@e participatory view of how democracy should kyane that insisted lo-
cal decision making not be left solely to electffitimls and other powerful people, as traditiogabne.

Lane Kenworthy, Jobs with Equality (Oxford UnivetgiPress 2008).

Economic and social shifts have led to rising mednequality in the world's affluent countriesig'ts worrisome for
reasons of fairness and because inequality hasseleffects on other socioeconomic goods. Redigioib can help, but gov-
ernment revenues are threatened by globalizatidrpapulation aging. A way out of this impasse isdountries to increase
their employment rate. Increasing employment eekithe tax base, allowing tax revenues to riseowtithn increase in tax
rates; it also reduces welfare state costs by dsitrg the amount of government benefits going doviduals and households.
The question is: Can egalitarian institutions aalicpges be coupled with employment growth? For tleacades conventional
wisdom has held that the answer is no. In Jobs Kgirality, Lane Kenworthy provides an assessmetiteéxperiences of rich
nations since the late 1970s. The comparative equar suggests reason for optimism about posgilior a high-
employment, high-equality society.

Lane Kenworthy and Alexander Hicks, eds., MethoddaBubstance in Macrocomparative Analysis (Palgradacmillan
2008).

Macrocomparative researchers use a variety ofedetbgical approaches. This book features analysasingle sub-
stantive topic, comparative employment performanadfluent countries, using three of the most cammacrocomparative
techniques: pooled cross-section time-series reigresqualitative comparative analysis (QCA), amédk-N analysis. The chap-
ters assess the strengths and weaknesses oflihes@pproaches. They also examine important guesbif causal inference,
such as selection bias. Contributors include premtimethodologists and comparative researcherssommology and political
science.

Continued on p.10
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Christopher Howard, The Welfare State Nobody Knowxebunking Myths about U.S. Social Policy, (Prinogt Univ.
Press, 2007).

This book challenges a number of myths and hath# about U.S. social policy. The author arguasttie Ameri-
can welfare state is in fact larger, more popuwad more dynamic than commonly believed. Neverdiselgoverty and ine-
quality remain high, and this book helps explairywh much effort accomplishes so little. Drawingdiverse literatures and
sources, it analyzes the politics of a wide rarfgeooial programs over many decades. Ambitioustanely, The Welfare
State Nobody Knowasks us to rethink the influence of political st interest groups, public opinion, federalisoljqy
design, and race on the American welfare state.ddasn Outstanding Academic Title for 2007Qiyicemagazine.

Daniel Chernilo, A Social Theory of the Nation S&tThe Political Forms of Modernity beyond Methoaaical National-
ism (Routledge 2007).

This book construes a novel and original sociebti of the nation-state. It rejects nationaligtays of thinking that
take the nation-state for granted as much as gitlmathodoxy that speaks of its current and defieidecline. Its main aim
Is therefore to provide a renovated account ohtiteon-state’s historical development and receoibajl challenges via an
analysis of the writings of key social theoristhislreconstruction of the history of the nationteia divided into three peri-
ods: classical (K. Marx, M. Weber, E. Durkheim),deonist (T. Parsons, R. Aron, R. Bendix, B. Mooggid contemporary
(M. Mann, E. Hobsbawm, U. Beck, M. Castells, N. m#nn, J. Habermas). For each phase, it introcsamsal theory’s key
views about the nation-state, its past, presenfnde. In so doing this book rejects methodolabiationalism, the claim
that the nation-state is the necessary represemtatithe modern society, because it misrepreskateation-state’s own
problematic trajectory in modernity. And methodatad nationalism is also rejected because it idlento capture the rich-
ness of social theory’s intellectual canon. Instedaa strong conception of society and a sulpibéion of the nation-staté,
Social Theory of the Nation Stdtées to account for the ‘opacity of the nationtstan modernity’.

Mabel Berezin. llliberal Politics in Neoliberal Thes: Democracy, Security and Populism in the New&pe (Cambridge
University Press 2008)

This book views the emergence of tight populist momenin the 1990s in various European venues laistarical
surprise rather than an expected event. It asks whetieee twould be aght populist momen the absence of Maastricht
and the subsequent intensification of cultural @oohomic Europeanization? This formulation suggestnpelling contex-
tual issues that a single minded focus upon xertgiptend immigration elides. Right populism poseballenge to prevail-
ing social science and commonsense assumptions @hos-nationalism and cosmopolitanism. In a roultural Europe of
acknowledged social and political integration amctéased cultural contact, right populism represanmtcidivist contraction
and turning inward that is puzzling. Unravelingsthuzzle requires historical, that is contexteakgesis that is methodol-
ogically innovative and looks primarily atitional public eventsand secondarily at individual and collective astd he cen-
ter of this book is a case study of the Frenchovati Front. By analyzing the National Front iratedn to the broader con-
text of Europeanization and globalization, this battempts to first, unpack the political and crdtiprocesses that evoke the
thin commitments that characterize citizen support,tarscond, signal that we cannot make sense lfpmpulism inde-
pendently of the historical legacies and practibey national and international, within whichiisas. It also puts forth a
novel theoretical proposition about the relatiotmsen democracy and perceptions and realitieslafgab and social secu-

rity.

Thomas Keil, Romania's Tortured Road Toward Modesn{Columbia University Press 2006).

The monograph is a study of the form and natutbethanges Romania has been undergoing sinfalltbéthe
Ceausescu regime in 1989. It is argued that the]889 reconstruction of Romania has taken plac@mnly within the leg-
acy of state socialism but also within the contehéven more general and inter-related historjgalifical, and economic
legacies and problems. These legacies and prolilawesto be understood within the geopolitical ceiite which Romania
has been and is situated; the continuing struggikoimania over social and economic inequalitiess;sthuggle to build capi-
talism in the late 19th and early 20th centuries @gain in the late 20th century without the presesf a strong bourgeoisie;
the lack of historical experience with democraby problems posed by Romanian nationalism; andllfirthe struggles
Romania has had with state building.

Harland Prechel, Politics and Neoliberalism: Struate, Process and Outcome (Research in Political Stmgy, Elsevier
Press 2007)

The articles in this volume directly or indireclyamine central tenets of neoliberalism: intenfiee with market
mechanisms is the cause of poor economic perforepame returning to market fundamentalism will oestprosperity. De-
spite these bold claims, scholars have not exanmhmedxtent to which neoliberal policies resulpositive outcomes or
Continued on p.11
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whether economic successes are explained by nedlgre. This volume oResearch in Political Sociologyssesses these
neoliberal claims. The introductory article comgmaclassical liberalism to neoliberalism, and sunmea the political-legal
changes in corporations’ environment and the nedigton of income and wealth from the mid-1970sHe present in the
United States. The first part of this volume exaasithe effects of neoliberal policies on higharcation in the state of
Missouri and workers’ health in Canada, and whetileediberalism can explain changes in social sergiovisions and
economic development initiatives by local U.S. goweents. The second part of this volume examio@sthe politics of
neoliberal reforms affected polices of racial redra Fuji and Tanzania, and the capacity of neddilism to explain eco-
nomic development and change in the organizatidiusiness enterprises in China and India. Togethese articles find
little support for the claims of neoliberalism, whisuggests that liberalism is better understoahadeology than as a
theory.

Tina Fetner, How the Religious Right Shaped Lesbiand Gay Activism (University of Minnesota Press03).

While gay rights are on the national agenda netwiats have spent decades fighting for theirfplat. At the
same time, the religious right has continuously effekctively opposed the efforts of lesbian and getyvists, working to
repeal many of the laws prohibiting discriminatlmsed on sexual orientation and to progress aitditsial amendment
“protecting” marriage. In this accessible and gaethwork, Tina Fetner uncovers a surprisingly caxptlationship be-
tween the two movements—one that transcends @bliti@lry. Fetner shows how gay activists andriiegious right have
established in effect a symbiotic relationship iniah each side significantly affects the evolutafiits counterpart. As les-
bian and gay activists demand an end to prejudickjsion in marriage, the right to serve in thditary, and full citizen-
ship regardless of sexual orientation, the religioght has responded with anti-gay planks in Répait party platforms
and the blocking of social and political changerff. Fetner examines how the lesbian and gay mernermasponds to op-
position by changing rhetoric, tone, and tactiod maveals how this connection has influenced—andenmaore effective—
the evolution of gay activism in the United Statéstner addresses debates that lie at the centee ofilture wars and, ulti-
mately, she demonstrates how the contentiouseekdtip between gay and lesbian rights activistst@deligious right—a
dynamic that is surprisingly necessary to both—ehgles assumptions about how social movementsgariéicantly
shaped by their rivals.

Almeida, Paul D., Waves of Protest: Popular Strugdh El Salvador, 1925-2005 (University of MinneadPress 2008).
Providing a compelling analysis of the massive egwf protests from the early twentieth centurthpresent in
El Salvador, Paul D. Almeida fully chronicles orfatte largest and most successful campaigns aggiotsilization and
privatization in the Americas. Drawing on origiqeibtest data from newspapers and other archivatespAlmeida makes
an impassioned argument that regime liberalizadigianizes civil society and, conversely, acts atfessponsored repres-
sion radicalize society. He correlates the ebbflowdof protest waves to the changes in regimeréibeation and subse-
quent de-democratization and back to liberalizathdmeida shows how institutional access and coitipetelections create
opportunity for civic organizations that becomeicatized when authoritarianism increases, resultingmes in violent pro-
test campaigns that escalate to revolutionary $eveldoing so, he brings negative political coodis and threats to the
forefront as central forces driving social movemactivity and popular contention in the developmayld.

Linda Lobao, Gregory Hooks, and Ann Tickamyer, eutis, The Sociology of Spatial Inequality (The Stateiversity of
New York Press 2007).

This volume examinesho gets what wherethe study of spatial inequality. It showcases meseudies that attend
to power, poverty, and prosperity across a randerdforial settings within the United States, se$ing spatial inequality
as a thematically distinct body of work that spaosiological research traditions. The first setludipters takes stock of
sociology’s conceptual treatment of space, placeé j@equality, denoting its missing links. The@®at set details examples
of spatial approaches to topics including welfafem, health and mortality, poverty, communityvéeg provision, and
migration, at different geographic scales. Thalfget of chapters reflects upon sociologists’re$fto build a more coherent
field of spatial inequality. Contributors are: etdrs bringing in a spatial perspective to polit®aciology and economic
sociology; scholars working from more spatiallyemted fields such as urban sociology, rural sogigland demography;
and geographers.

Jon Shefner, The lllusion of Civil Society: Demaatization and Community Mobilization in Low-Incom®lexico (Penn
State University Press 2008).

Much has been written about how civil society Erales authoritarian governments and helps lead/dlyeto de-
mocratization. These studies show that neolibe@hemic policies have harmed many sectors of ggaitakening the
state and undermining clientelistic relationshipst fpreviously provided material benefits to middiad low-income
Continued on p.12
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citizens, who are then motivated to organize doalstto work for greater social justice and egyaliRecognizing this im-
portant role played by civil society organizatiodsn Shefner goes further and analyzes the vaeegetture of the interests
represented in these coalitions, arguing that ifierences among civil society actors are at leasmportant as their simi-
larities in explaining how they function and whateess, or lack thereof, they have experiencedoutin an ethnographic
examination extending over a decade, Shefnerttedistory of how a poor community on the urbangeiof Guadalajara
mobilized through an organization called the UnienColonos Independientes (UCI) to work for ecormoimiprovement
with the support of Jesuits inspired by liberatibaology. The organizations’ activities reveal heneial hierarchy interacts
with economic need to determine the outcomes ofodeaization. The UCI's alliance with NGOs anditl@mmon work
toward democratization avoided the fragmentatiahiaalation typical of clientelistic politics in Mo, achieving an impor-
tant change in the politics of the urban poor. Mekico’s successful formal democratic transitioonwvith the elections in
2000 was followed by the dissolution of the coaiiti Neither political access for the urban poor,its material wellbeing,
has increased with democratization. The unity auehehe concept of civil society thus turned oubécan illusion.

Ivan Ermakoff, Ruling Oneself Out. A Theory of Calttive Abdications (Duke University Press 2008).

This book explores the etiology, significance anglications of collective abdications, definedtlas decisions to
surrender power and to legitimate this surrendem@on sense invites us to believe that such actimmthe products of co-
ercive pressures, actors’ miscalculations, or tb@itamination by ideologies at odds with groupriests. Probing the pre-
suppositions and accuracy of this common sensbdation through a close examination of two pagaditic events, lvan
Ermakoff shows that the collective, voluntary amgenditional surrender of power challenges ourdesnception of politi-
cal rationality. In March 1933, the German parliat@ansferred its constitutional authority to Hitlassuring the collapse of
the Weimar Republic. In June 1940, an overwhelmnagprity of French parliamentarians voted to reliish power to Mar-
shal Pétain, whose Vichy regime quickly committiself to a policy of collaboration with Nazi GernyaiCoercion, miscal-
culation or ideology prove to be either misleadimgrucially incomplete explanations of these ranations of democracy.
This critical examination informs a theory of atations that specifies different mechanisms of ctile alignment, analyzes
the cognitive and interactive underpinnings of éheechanisms, and discusses the conditions affeittar likelihood. Inte-
grating hermeneutics, primary historical reseafaimal analysis and quantitative assessments, @imeself Out demon-
strates that an in-depth and analytically inforraggloration of subjective orientations and patterhisteractions highlights
processes as different in terms of scale as tHagoof preference instability, the paradox of s€eption, or the make-up
of historical events as highly consequential.

EDITOR’S NOTE AND CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

Thanks to all the contributors to this issue.aBéekeep the dissertation and book abstracts cbming

In the next issue, | would like to have a symposan “The Relations and Boundaries Between Polifcéence and
Political Sociology.” | invite submissions on thieeme. If you have a perspective on how politszadiology and political
science relate to each other, complement each atit#or divide the labor, | would be glad to in@ugbur view.

Finally, please feel encouraged to contribute l@ngtyou have to say to the section on politicditipal sociology or
sociology in general. I'd be glad to publish proative commentary and interesting debate. If yoteteletter to write in
response to the newsletter, I'll publish that af. w8ubmissions should be sent to my email bel®&st regards,

Dave Brady
brady@soc.duke.edu

Political Sociology: States, Power and Societsethe official newsletter of the Political Socigiosection of the American
Sociological Association. All contributions pultiesd herein remain the sole property of the authBisase contact individ-
ual authors for more information. All contentédtlto the discretion of the editor (email: bradya@sluke.edu).

Check us out at www.asanet.org/sectionpolitic

Call for Submissions: “Relations and Boundaries Bateen Political Science and Political Sociology”




