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On-going project related to children and youth:

Lingxin Hao (PI) and Sue-ling Pong (co-PI) are currently conducting an inter-generational mobility project.  This project examines the role of public high schools in the upward mobility of students from disadvantaged backgrounds.  The central research question is: Do public high schools compensate for the out-of-school learning disadvantage faced by underprivileged students?  The overarching goal is to identify the specific structural and relational attributes of public high schools that prepare disadvantaged students to ascend the social ladder.  Considering both short- and long-term impact of high school attributes, the research addresses three issues: 1) the empirical feasibility of assessing whether certain high school attributes that close, narrow, maintain, or expand SES gaps in academic achievement in high school and socioeconomic attainment in young adulthood; 2) strategies for estimating how high school attributes reduce these gaps; and 3) the possibility of identifying transitional pathways by which high school attributes have a lasting impact on social mobility in young adulthood.  Because public school attributes can be affected by changes in policy, the evidence provided by this project will provide fresh knowledge and guiding principles for the research community, education policymakers, and practitioners alike.

